HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

Artemis, Cupid etc., has been recovered from the same site
(vide plates xvi, b, c, e; xvii, b in the Annual Report of the
Archaeological Survey of India, 1913-14], At Blr Mound,
Sir John has recovered a number of monuments of Parthian
and Kushana epochs, and by fixing their relative dates has
established a series of much-needed landmarks in the history
of architectural development In India. The prevailing spirit
of the Parthian architecture has been found to be Hellenistic,
the .Indian elements being subsidiary and this architecture
leaves no room for doubt, that the Parthians played a promi-
nent part in the diffusion of classical ideas in India.

The complete excavation of the temple of Jhandial in
recent years (vide Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey
of India, 1913-14) has proved quite satisfactorily, that it is
unlike any temple yet known in India and its resemblance to
a Greek temple is remarkable. The ordinary Greek perip-
teral temple is surrounded on all sides by a peristyle of
columns, and contains a pronaos or front porch, a naos or
sanctuary and at the rear an opisthodomos or back porch,
known to the Romans as posticum. In some temples, such
as the Parthenon at Athens or the temple of Artemis at
Ephesus, there is an extra chamber between the Sanctuary
and the back porch, which in the case of the Parthenon itself
was called "Parthenon" or the chamber of Athene. Now
the plan of this temple at Taxila is almost practically
the same. Sir John Marshall is of opinion that the details
of the superstructure, including the architrave, frieze etc,
were of the Ionic order and in harmony with the Ionic
style of the columns, pilasters and bold mouldings round
the base of the walls. Thus the Taxilian temples with Ionic
pillars were like all the known examples of Indo-Hellenic
architecture, dedicated to the service of the Buddhist religion.
In the interior of India, the most conspicuous remains of
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